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1 herever he goes, Kenny

Edwards draws attention

because of his striking
resemblance to Nashville's
guintessential country gentleman,
Kenny Rogers. It wasn't always
this way, however. After moving to
Canada from England, Edwards
joined a country western band and
entertained audiences with a
wide range of country hits by various
artists. In 1994, while Edwards was
recording an album, his producer,
James Bowers, commented on the
strong similarities to Rogers in both
Edwards’ voice and appearance.
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Edwards didn’t think o much shour the resem-
blance uneil 19498, when be read an arbcle in Meader s
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WHINIEE IO e ST r|'|il'||: [} |'||'||'- kids. Wirh the |||'||I [1] |

his wife, Jude, and many Friends and wolunteers, Edwards
srarred che first of his anmial “Par a lodke ||:-'\.|_' N veur
heari™ benefit concerts o suppont the Vancouver Union
Palice Faundarion for Abused Childreis.,

“Theres s much sadness i:'l'ﬂll'il'l_: in .|.'||_n|_~q]
children,” Edwards says. " was brought o rears abour
their situatson; 1 just knew | had to help in some way.”
Lising his connestions in che entermmment indusory,
Edwards |'l-:}l.|l'| hl:-lll\.illg wrs for che firsr showe Bair close
i the show day, Edwards was still shart one acx eo fill che
Bill, “Thar's when | decided 1o do a :-||-|:L- al nkimbsers as
Kenny Rogers,” he reclls. I received anm enormpus
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As a resule ol thar concsn, Edwards .'II";.I:I Il.'l.:'H.';H!_'

requests to appear as Rogers so he shifred his foous from

COUMNITY MESIC in Fl.'l'l:':.ll ¢ Kenny H'I!_'I'I-\. '\-|'r:1.i!i|..-|||'.
“Kenny Bogers = an extremely wmleneed and popular
cowniry music legend,” Edwards explains. *Everyahens |
giv, everyone knvws who Kenny Rogers 15.”
Cansequently, ity nod unusaal ehat Edwards is often
mistaken for Kenny HRogers While entemaining in
Billings, Montana, several years agn, Edwards was
invited 1o go backstage amd meet the naal Kenny Rogers,
“The kirsc :|'|i.'||; he said was, "Hew, 1 ill"-\.l F::r alles!” '.ill;,..'
I'm at least six inches raller chan he is,” Edwards laughs,
“He was extremely personable. We wok a couple of
|,'|i| rumes and be shook mv hand, "When 1 was |.,';-|l.'||'\.!_l. hi

smiled and sid, ‘Mow donlt ger me ince any rrauble™

| “Everywhere | go,
| everyone knows who
Kenny Rogers is”

Edwards then r:'illil'll'll the audienc & 0 &M vy
Regers' show, Soon afver, he was mpped on che shawlder
by Miss Montana, asking if she could have a picture of
thie owo of chem. Edwards :'n-lir:-!-. -r.l.|'l|.ii|'u'\..| e b char
he wasnt the real Kenmy Hogers. “She was a hic
emibarrassed, bar | rold her i ;'I.-\.I:l,l;.'ll'\-\. il I|||_' |;'||.L' i

Afrer six years of entertining as o Kenny Hogers

tribure amis, Edwards & now known as “Kimnda |‘-\.l_'llll'h
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21 By I!:I-_'H. 5 IMpETsonacmr oy his peers and has

mouwred wirh top Legends shows perfonming ar the mos

westpious venees throughout North Amenca
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Stampede’s Cuff & Billy Saloon and at the Merrin
hlountain Cosinery Music Fescival last vear, ns J.II'J.I'iI'l!.'
¢ he

ki "ll'“l'l\.il'u_' him

10 see the response to Kinda Kenny Even befs
reachnes e =GIgEc, I:I' 15 LEAEnar ARTET

o B ;.Il_' fcal Keniny Ropers. When asked if i IS

Irssnms |:.|'\.|'||; o comrect each and every fan |Il.' pau=cs

hetore answering, ~ Well, | used b cormect evervans that

Just like the real Rogers, Kinda
Kenny is ever the gentleman
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ir faces made me feel bad 50, after meeting Kenny

Bopers and realizing thar be seemed complensly -|L.|:.
sentatson of him, | am les _IEII'hr\,'I'\::\,"II-I'n_'
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h< coon as Edwards s o SEg arwd the firsg lew
notes of Ropers Bepsst hit, “The Gambler” Pumps
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His likeness and his voice grabs the asdimce’s atienion
a5 |,|'.\_', |1;: n i |'~\'||\".|; thev are acnzally “'\.Zl'lhl'E; (9]

:.II_' el Kemig H|||_ s Kinda Kenny coaxes che cromd

inte joining in for a few verses and they do so willingly
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and cowgirls
Edwards has even e sdiced his own 1) l\.ll.:':.':l!.'._l\.'r'\-
it 1

hics amd sells them at his shaosws, “Fans starced asking i

had a CD,™ be explains. “Ax first | thoughe it was a b
cedd, haar afrer receiving o many reguesis | decided i

Walk II:""'FI' thie

would be worthwhile 1o make eae,”
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what he does. Jusi like |lf|._;-_"\- Edwards is ever the
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Edwards' career and his benshic concem
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continuwed success. Held at the Bell Pe
Centre in Surrey, B, {this vear, on Ckrober 2, thie
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thowsands of dollars have been mized S :Ill.'
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children,” Edwards sayvs with pride.
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